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RACIALLY MOTIVATED VIOLENT EXTREMISTS: INSPIRATIONS AND MATERIALS
Racially motivated violent extremists (RMVEs) draw ideological inspiration and operational direction from 
a variety of outlets, including books that advocate for white dominance and violence to achieve goals, and 
extremist manifestos published online. Below is a list of commonly referenced extremist materials that inspire 
RMVEs and have led some to commit acts of mass violence in support of RMVE ideology.
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Anders Breivik is a neo-Nazi 
who killed 77 people and 
injured over 150 in two 
attacks in Norway in July 2011. 
Breivik described his attacks 
as “atrocious, but necessary” 
in order to end immigration 
in Norway. Breivik wrote an 
email to more than 1,000 
recipients a 1,500-page 
manifesto, espousing his 
ideology and meticulously 
outlining his plan to save 
Norway from Marxism and a 
Muslim takeover.

Brenton Tarrant, a self-
identified white nationalist, 
was charged with killing 51 
people and injuring at least 
58 when he opened fire at 
two mosques in New Zealand 
in March 2019. Prior to the 
attack, which he livestreamed, 
Tarrant posted an 87-page 
manifesto online, entitled “The 
Great Replacement,” which 
contains racially motivated 
extremist narratives, and anti-
immigrant and anti-Muslim 
rhetoric.

Dylann Roof is a self-
radicalized neo-Nazi who 
killed nine black parishioners 
in a church in Charleston, 
South Carolina, in 2015. After 
the attack, Roof confessed to 
the killings and justified them 
in a manifesto he wrote while 
in jail. Roof now serves as 
an inspiration to those who 
idolize white supremacist, 
white nationalist, and neo-
Nazi ideologies.

Patrick Crusius, prior to his 
shooting at the Walmart in El 
Paso, TX, posted a manifesto 
on the online forum 8Chan, 
titled “The Inconvenient 
Truth,” which contains racist 
rhetoric against Hispanics and 
claims his attack is a response 
to the Hispanic invasion 
of Texas. Crusius drove 10 
hours from his home in Allen, 
TX, and told authorities he 
specifically targeted Mexicans.
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Christopher Paul Hasson, 
a former Coast Guard 
lieutenant based in Maryland 
who plotted to kill prominent 
Democratic politicians and 
journalists in February 2018, 
studied Breivik’s manifesto. 
Hasson stockpiled weapons 
and drugs, and selected 
targets based on Breivik’s 
classification system. Hasson 
pled guilty to federal gun and 
drug charges. A sentencing 
hearing is set for January 31, 
2020.

Patrick Crusius, a 21-year-
old man from Texas, who 
opened fire in a Walmart 
in El Paso, TX, killing 22 and 
injuring 24 others, told law 
enforcement he was inspired 
by Brenton Tarrant’s attack 
in New Zealand, citing “The 
Great Replacement” in his 
own manifesto. A grand jury 
indicted Crusius on one count 
capital murder of multiple 
individuals.

Jeffrey Clark Jr., a self-
proclaimed white nationalist in 
DC, referenced Roof in his Gab 
account, and posted images 
resembling the Charleston 
Church shootings. Clark was 
arrested in November 2018 
on weapons charges after his 
family reported him to police 
for increasingly violent rhetoric 
directed towards minorities. 
Clark Jr., who was sentenced 
to 10 months time served, 
was released from prison in 
November 2019.

Currently, no attacks have 
been tied to or inspired by 
this manifesto.
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RACIALLY MOTIVATED VIOLENT EXTREMISTS: INSPIRATIONS AND MATERIALS
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Might is Right or  
The Survival of the Fittest The Turner Diaries Siege

Le Grande Remplacement 
(The Great Replacement)
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Published in 1896, the book 
argues that strength and 
violence are necessary to 
determine what is morally 
right. It contains racist, anti-
Semitic, and misogynistic 
rhetoric, and is popular 
among RMVEs, particularly 
neo-Nazis.

Published in 1978, the 
author founded the neo-
Nazi National Alliance. The 
novel’s plot centers around 
genocide against racial 
minorities and has inspired 
right-wing extremists to 
carry out violence in support 
of the extremist ideology. 
According to open source, 
The Turner Diaries has been 
linked to the deaths of 248 
individuals, including Timothy 
McVeigh’s car bombing attack 
in Oklahoma City in 1995 that 
killed 168 people.

Siege is a collection of 
essays written by neo-Nazi 
James Mason and originally 
published in the newsletter of 
the National Socialist White 
People’s Party newsletter.  It 
was published as a single 
book in 1992. The anthology 
consists of violent pro-Nazi 
and pro-Charles Manson 
rhetoric. It has since inspired 
a generation of neo-Nazis 
who have formed a violent 
online subculture called Siege 
Culture devoted to Mason’s 
calls for independent terror 
cells to carry out a race war.

The author of this book 
popularized Great 
Replacement theory, which 
argues that white, European 
populations are endangered 
due to the growth and 
immigration of racial and 
ethnic minority communities. 
According to this theory, 
certain minority groups, 
including Muslims, are 
considered a specific threat 
to the white race in Western 
countries.
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On July 28, Santino William 
Legan opened fire at the 
Gilroy Garlic Festival in 
California, killing three people, 
including two children, and 
injuring 12 others. Legan was 
armed with a military-style 
rifle and cut through a fence 
to avoid security. Before the 
shooting, he posted a picture 
of the festival on Instagram 
and said “Read Might is 
Right...” Legan succumbed 
to a self-inflicted gun shot 
wound to the head.

In 2015, in Flintshire, Wales, 
Zack Davies attacked a 
shopper in a supermarket 
with a machete and a 
hammer, attempting to 
behead him, while screaming 
“white power.” Authorities 
uncovered copies of The 
Turner Diaries and other 
extremist materials related 
to the National Alliance in 
Davies' home.

In 2015, Atomwaffen 
Division, a violent neo-Nazi 
group that has been linked 
to three murders in 2018 
alone, republished Siege 
online and created an online 
subculture dedicated to 
celebrating the anthology—
called Siege Culture.

Brenton Tarrant’s manifesto, 
also titled “The Great 
Replacement,” was heavily 
influenced by Great 
Replacement theory and 
made references to white 
genocide – a second theory 
arguing minority populations 
are replacing the white race 
through immigration and 
violence against white people. 

The NTIC encourages the public to report signs of 
extremist content or threatening rhetoric, in any form, 
to local authorities through the iWatchDC platform.

https://iwatchdc.org/?site=dc



